
Designing Supportive Environments

Building Positive Relationships

Social Emotional 

Teaching Strategies

Individualized 

Intensive 

Interventions



Designing the 

Physical 

Environment

Why is this important for discipline?



Classroom Arrangement and

Design: Traffic Patterns

ÅMinimize large open spaces

ÅMinimize obstacles and other hazards

ÅConsider the needs of children with 
physical and sensory issues





Classroom Arrangement and

Design: Learning Centers- Preschool

Physical Design
ÅClear boundaries
ÅVisibility
ÅVisual prompts when centers are not an option
ÅAdequate number of centers
ÅSize and location of centers
ÅNumber of children in centers
ÅOrganization/Amount of materials
ÅPreparation of centers



Environments
Grossmont College Child Development Center

Courtesy of Harvest Resources



Classroom Arrangement and

Design: Infant/Toddlers

Å Supports the social emotional needs of infants and 
toddlers as well as their language, cognitive, and 
motor development

Å Encourages responsive care from adults

Å Supports peer relationships

Å Is developmentally appropriate

ï age appropriate

ï individually appropriate 

ï culturally appropriate



Classroom Arrangement and

Design: Learning Centers

Create meaningful and engaging learning centers

ÅRelevant to childrenôs needs, interests, and
lives
ÅHighly engaging and interesting
ÅVariety of materials in each center
ÅChanged and rotated on a regular

basis



Create Meaningful and 

Engaging Learning Areas

ÅStand in center of the room and aské

ïIs there a clear entry to each center?

ïIs each center inviting?

ïAre there enough materials (3 units of play per child allowed in 

center)?

ïIs there a system in place for entering and exiting centers?

ïAre centers and materials/shelves labeled?

ïIs there a rotation of materials?

ïAre materials highly engaging?

ïAre the activities relevant to 

childrenôs needs, interests and lives? 


